
 
RULE 16. WILL CONTESTS 
 
     (a) If any person who has filed an appearance pursuant to General Probate Rule 2 on a 
petition for the probate of a will fails to file a written affidavit of objections to the 
petition, stating the specific facts and grounds upon which the objection is based, within 
thirty (30) days after the return day (or such other time as the court, on motion with 
notice to the petitioner, may allow), the court may, upon its own motion or on motion of 
the petitioner, the guardian ad litem (if any), or any person whose appearance is on file 
(with notice to any person whose appearance is on file and, if applicable, the guardian 
and petitioner), order the appearance struck.  
     (b) If an affidavit of objections fails to comply with the requirements of the foregoing 
section (a), such affidavit of objections and the appearance of the party filing such 
affidavit of objections may be struck on motion with notice in the manner provided in the 
foregoing section (a) at any time after the filing of such affidavit of objections.  
     (c) Upon the filing of an affidavit of objections, the court or any party may request a 
pretrial conference to be held within thirty (30) days. The court at such pretrial 
conference may consider any of the matters enumerated in Rule 16 of the M.R.Civ.P. and 
may enter a pretrial order with respect to any one or more of such matters.  
     (d) No postponement or continuance of the trial date set by the court at such pretrial 
conference shall be granted except for good cause shown upon motion with notice 
allowed by the court after hearing.  
  
Amended December 15, 1986, effective January 2, 1987. 
 
  


